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NOVEMBER 2008 MEETING MINUTES 

 

November 18, 2008 

 

The November meeting for the East Greenbush Fire Company was called to 

order at 7:06 pm by President Pete Lavin. 

 

Acting Sergeant-at-Arms Craig McCabe led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

President Lavin asked for a moment of silence for our departed members. 

 

Vice President Jeff Tooker called the roll.  47 members were present. 

 

President Lavin read the Chief’s Letters, as required by the By-Laws.  Clark 

Roehr Jr. is running for Chief Engineer, Ed DiMartino is running for 1st Assistant 

Engineer, Kevin Hitchcock is running for 2nd Assistant Engineer, and Chris Dick 

is running for 3rd Assistant Engineer.  President Lavin asks twice if there are any 

other letters of nomination.  There are no other letters.   

 

Approval of October 2008 Minutes 

President Lavin presented the October 2008 meeting minutes.  Pete Lehmann 

moves to accept the minutes, and Tom Gullo seconds the motion.  The motion is 

approved. 

 

Special Meetings 

President Lavin states that there were no special meetings in October. 

 

Financial Secretary Report 

Financial Secretary Nancy Baker gave her monthly report.  There was $23,942.80 

written in checks during October 2008.  There were 10 checks written over 

$500.00.  These were written to National Grid, Visa Cardmember Service, Sam’s 

Club, JCB Specialties, Clark Roehr, By-George Food Specialties, Michael Stafford, 

Knight Enterprises, the Postmaster, and Clark Roehr.  A motion is made by Dan 

Speed to accept the Financial Secretary’s report, and Tim Boel seconds the 

motion.  The motion is approved. 
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Visa Report 

President Lavin stated that the Visa bill for October 2008 was $2012.64.  It was 

paid, in full, on October 28, 2008.  There were 3 purchases over $200.00.  A 

motion was made by David Reed to accept the Visa bill report, and it was 

seconded by Tom Kennedy.  The motion is approved. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Treasurer Paul Benson gave his report.  He states we have $68,668.17 in savings, 

and $11,348.62 in our checking account.  Our total income for the month is 

$15,532.12.  Our total expenses for the month are $35,336.97.  A motion is made 

by Pete Lehmann to accept the Treasurer’s report, and a second is made by Chris 

Linck.  The motion is approved. 

 

Communications & Bills 

President Lavin reads our communications and bills.  A thank you was sent by 

Jean Goldman of 99 Gilligan Road.  A donation and a thank-you is received by 

Dominion Transmission.  A thank-you is received for public education detail 

from the Weisburg residence at 40 Huntswood Lane.  A thank-you and a 

donation of $100.00 was received by Fred & Joyce Albert for pumping out their 

house on Newkirk Road.   

 

Rensselaer Pop Warner is asking for a donation to send cheerleaders to a 

competition.  President Lavin states that we will discuss this during good of the 

order.  There are also various endorsements from HVVFA, which will be covered 

under good of the order.  Wojeski & Co is asking to use our Park Station hall for 

free/reduced price for a fundraiser, and this will be discussed under good of the 

order. 

 

Nancy Williams, Secretary/Treasurer of the East Greenbush Fire District # 3, has 

written a letter to President Lavin requesting a special meeting on Thursday, 

December 11th, at 7:00 pm for the annual Chief’s elections.  Clark Roehr asks if 

the date is incorrect, as those elections are supposed to be on the first Thursday 

after the first Tuesday, which would be December 4.  Vice President Tooker will 

investigate this and report back during the meeting. 

 

President Lavin once again read the Chief’s letters for the ballot, and asked once 

again if there were any other people interested in running for Chief or Assistant 

Chief.  There were no respondents.   
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Chief’s Report 

Car 1: Clark Roehr gave the Chief’s Report.  He states that the 800 MHz 

portables are in.  Ask if you don’t know how to use them!  Do not charge them in 

the truck, as those adapters are not for the new portables.  There were 20 calls in 

October, and there were 285 calls up to October 31.  Chief Roehr also discussed a 

wide array of upcoming classes, including the Fire Police class at our Park 

Station on November 23rd at 8:30 am.  There will also be a Scene Safety class on 

December 3rd at 7:00 pm at the Park Station. 

 

Several members also completed the Firefighter II training.  Congrats to Ed 

DiMartino, Chris Dick, Todd Cullum, Chris Lavin, Mike Prestipino, Nick 

Ramirez, and Paul Zirpoli. 

 

The traffic safety vests will be in soon.  When they get here, use them! 

 

Chief Roehr also congratulates Chris Linck for being appointed to represent East 

Greenbush on the Rensselaer County 800 Radio Committee! Also, congrats to 

Tim Boel for being appointed Deputy Battalion 4 Coordinator for Rensselaer 

County! 

 

Car 2: On behalf of Ed DiMartino, Chief Roehr reminds the Past Chiefs that they 

have drill on November 25. 

 

Car 3: No report. 

 

Car 4: On behalf of Chris Dick, Chief Roehr reminds the members to keep up the 

Scott Pack inspections and to save the 9V batteries if you change them.  There is 

also no confirmation from Valley Stream FD for our Annual Dinner. 

 

Captains: No report. 

 

Lieutenants: No report. 

 

Foreman No report. 

 

Safety Officers: Tom Whittemore states that the FIT testing equipment will 

be in shortly. 

 

Ladies Auxiliary: No report. 
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Firefighters:  No report. 

 

Building Use Report: 

President Lavin reports that the building use profit for October 2008 was 

$4209.88.  He states that the month of December is full.  Tim Boel makes a motion 

to accept the report, and it is seconded by Mike Memole.  The motion is 

approved. 

 

Pizza Night Report 

Dennis Kennedy gave the P&L report for November’s Pizza Night.  He states 

that it was a “sell-out”!  Total expenses were $1704.01, and the total income was 

$3447.03.  The net profit was $1443.02.  The next Pizza Night is scheduled for 

December 13th.  He is always looking for help!  A motion is made by Dennis 

Kennedy to accept the report, and it is seconded by Bob Falls, Sr.  The motion is 

approved. 

 

Red Vest Report 

Pete Lehmann states that the Red Vest meeting that was held on November 2 

here at the Park Station was a success!  There were over 50 Red Vests in 

attendance.  He also congratulates Tim Boel for being elected 2nd Vice President 

of the Red Vests. 

 

Membership Report 

President Lavin reports on the Membership.  From Nancy Fitzgerald, she states 

that there are 107 Active Members, with 13 members having dues in the arrears.  

If you are in the arrears, Nancy will be in touch with you… no dues, NO VOTE!  

There are also 21 members in the Ladies Auxiliary, and 26 Social Members.  

Some social members seem to have “disappeared” and are in the arrears.   

 

Nancy Fitzgerald also reported that there is an Extrication grant being reviewed. 

 

Fund Drive 

President Lavin reports that the Fund Drive has brought in almost $9000.00 so 

far.  Curtis Printing “screwed up” the printing and cut the printing bill in half. 
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Installation Dinner 

Vice President Tooker reports that we are looking at Teagan’s or Stafford’s for 

our dinner. 

 

Business Appeal 

President Lavin reports that the business appeal will be underway. 

 

Explorers 

Tom Kennedy asks for a motion to sponsor a speaker to raise money for the 

Explorer Post.  He wants to have Jim Johnas, a Captain on FDNY’s Ladder 9 who 

was in the towers on 9/11.  Tom Kennedy states that the CHS Auditorium has 

been reserved for February 24, 2009.  He states that Captain Johnas usually asks 

about $10,000 per speaking engagement, but he has agreed to $2,000.  Tom also 

asks for a “reception” here at the Park Station after the speech. 

 

Tom Kennedy places a motion on the floor for $2000 to pay the speaker, and 

another $1,000 for publicity.  The motion will not exceed $3000.  President Lavin 

states that this will go on the ’09 budget.  The motion was seconded by Tim Boel.  

A brief discussion followed regarding the merits of the speaker.  The motion was 

then passed. 

 

House Reports 

 

North Station: Tim Boel states that the blacktopping has been completed.  

Some windows need repair. 

 

Main Station:  RP Smith asks that those who use the dumpster at the Main 

keep the trash off the lid.  He also states that there are boiler issues.  RP asks that 

those who need tables or chairs to notify him or Kevin Hitchcock.  RP asks that 

those who use the training building fill out the appropriate paperwork – there 

was furniture left outside after the last State Fire class.  Clark Roehr states that he 

will speak to the Instructor about it.  Bill Sigsby is handling the fire alarm issues. 

 

Park Station/HQ: RP Smith points out the roof leaks.  President Lavin will 

handle this situation.  President Lavin is also aware of the broken door, and 

Metropolitan Glass will come and fix it shortly.   
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President Lavin discusses the Key Fob issues.  Some members cannot get into the 

firehouses, and the Technology group will be ironing this out.  He also asks the 

membership to refrain from using the hex keys, as they throw off the magnetic 

locks. 

 

Kitchen 

No report. 

 

Website 

Tom Whittemore reports that he is always looking for pictures for the website.  

Also, he states that we will be updating the phone list shortly. 

 

Annual Dinner 

December 12th! 

 

Training Center 

RP Smith asks (once again) that members fill out the paperwork. 

 

Games of Chance 

No report. 

 

Publicity 

Pete Lehmann thanks those who made it to the Red Vest Outing and Fire 

Prevention.  These activities have been detailed in the November issue of the 

HVVFA newsletter. 

 

Comedy Night 

Vice President Tooker reports a possible late February or early March date. 

 

Proposals for Membership 

Matthew Urban.  Resides at 3 Carroll Place in Troy.  Is gainfully employed 

within Fire District # 3 at HANYS/Seton Health at 2 Empire Drive.  President 

Lavin states that his membership application will be tabled for 1 month. 

 

We welcome back Life Member Dan Merckx to Active Membership!  He is 

advised to see his station chief for details about the physical. 
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Unfinished Business 

 

President Lavin reminds the membership to check their calendar for December – 

it is a very busy month. 

 

December 4:  Chief’s Elections @ HQ 7pm 

December 12:  Annual Dinner @ HQ 6pm 

December 20:  Kids Christmas Party @ HQ 

January 17, 2009: 93rd Installation Dinner @ HQ 6pm 

 

Mike Memole inquires about the TV from the downstairs bar area.  President 

Lavin informs the membership that it is still out for repairs. 

 

Mike Memole also informs the membership that the cable box and remote from 

the big screen TV downstairs has had some issues and he has brought the box to 

TimeWarner Cable to get it fixed. 

 

New Business 

 

President Lavin informs the membership of a letter received by the East 

Greenbush Police Benevolent Association’s President Elaine Rudzinski, inquiring 

as to whether or not we’d be willing to “share” our Christmas party with them.  

The same dollar amount would apply.  A motion is made by Tom Kennedy, 

seconded by Elwin Michel, to allow them to share with us.  The motion is 

approved. 

 

President Lavin starts the discussion for possibly putting a large-screen TV at the 

Banquet Hall bar for patrons to watch during events.  A motion is made by Craig 

McCabe and seconded by Chris Linck to purchase a 40” TV at a price not to 

exceed $800.00.  A lengthy discussion followed regarding the merits and 

feasibility of a TV at the bar.  Craig McCabe amended his motion to purchase a 

TV for the downstairs bar and move the 26” TV upstairs.  Another lengthy 

discussion followed regarding the cost.  Yet another amendment was made by 

Dennis Kennedy and seconded by Craig McCabe to spend $1500.00 on 2 TVs 

between downstairs and upstairs.  A hand count was held for the motion, and 

there were 7 “ayes” and 12 “nays”.  The motion FAILED. 
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President Lavin informs the membership that the computer that the Recording 

Secretary’s computer has died.  Bill Sigsby has tried to repair it, but it is beyond 

repair.  Mike Memole makes a motion, seconded by Jim Cartright, to purchase a 

laptop computer not to exceed $800.00.  The motion is approved. 

 

Good of the Order 

 

Rensselaer Pop Warner Cheerleaders are looking for an endorsement for the 

competition on November 16, 2008.  President Lavin informs the membership 

that this was given to him by Firefighter D’Allesandro the day after the October 

meeting.  President Lavin was not comfortable donating money without the 

company’s approval.  No action was taken. 

 

Westchester County Fire Association, along with Ossining Fire, has sent a 

request for an endorsement for Donald Farrell for President of the HVVFA.  

Clark Roehr makes a motion to make an endorsement, and it is seconded by 

Craig McCabe.  A discussion follows, with Dennis Kennedy stating that we 

should table it for a month to investigate the candidates. 

 

Another endorsement came to endorse George Woolsey for Director of the 

HVVFA.  Elwin Michel makes a motion, seconded by Chuck Hellmuth, to have 

Dennis Kennedy investigate this candidate.  Dennis and Chuck Hellmuth will 

investigate the all of the candidates.  The motion is approved. 
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Wojeski and Company is looking for a discounted rate to use our Park Station 

Banquet Hall for a holiday party/fundraiser for underprivileged children.  Nancy 

Baker points out that Wojeski charged the Fire Company $50.00 to ask questions 

over the telephone.  Clark Roehr makes a motion to let Wojeski and Co. use the 

hall for $100.00.  There was no second to the motion, and the motion failed.  Dan 

Speed makes a motion to give it to them for the non-profit rate, and Tom Gullo 

seconded the motion.  A lengthy discussion followed, with Mike Benson Sr. 

adding that we should inform them of the “cost of doing business”.  The motion 

is approved, with Mike Memole and Jim Cartright dissenting. 

 

A discussion is held regarding the IHOP fund raiser that Nassau Hose Co. held 

in our district. 

 

Tonight’s 50/50 winner won $43.00. 

 

Food for tonight is Engine 7, clean-up is Engine 8. 

 

A motion is made by Pete Lehmann and seconded by Elwin Michel to end the 

meeting.  The meeting ends at 8:25 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Jeff Tooker 

Vice President 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


